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“Green Building is not about building s-it is about people”
-Sandy  wiggins

What is green building?

A ‘green’ building is a building that, in its design,
construction or operation, reduces or eliminates
negative impacts, and can create positive impacts, on
our climate and natural environment. Green buildings
preserve precious natural resources and improve our
quality of life.
There are a number of features which can make a
building ‘green’. These include:

 Efficient use of energy, water and other resources
 Use of renewable energy, such as solar energy
 Pollution and waste reduction measures, and the
enabling of re-use and recycling
 Good indoor environmental air quality
 Use of materials that are non-toxic, ethical and
sustainable
 Consideration of the environment in design,
construction and operation
 Consideration of the quality of life of occupants in
design, construction and operation
 A design that enables adaptation to a changing
environment

Any building can be a
green building,
whether it’s a home,
an office, a school, a
hospital, a community
centre, or any other
type of structure,
provided it includes
features listed above.
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However, it is worth noting that not all green buildings are – and need to be - the
same. Different countries and regions have a variety of characteristics such as
distinctive climatic conditions, unique cultures and traditions, diverse building types
and ages, or wide-ranging environmental, economic and social priorities – all of which
shape their approach to green building.
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The benefits of green buildings
The world over, evidence is growing that green buildings bring multiple benefits.
They provide some of the most effective means to achieving a range of global goals, such as
addressing climate change, creating sustainable and thriving communities, and driving economic
growth.
The benefits of green buildings can be grouped within three categories: 

• Environmental
• Economic 
• Social 

Environmental

• One of the most
important types of
benefit green buildings
offer is to our climate
and the natural
environment. Green
buildings can not only
reduce or eliminate
negative impacts on the
environment, by using
less water, energy or
natural resources, but
they can - in many cases
- have a positive impact
on the environment (at
the building or city
scales) by generating
their own energy or
increasing biodiversity.

Economic

• Green buildings offer a
number of economic
or financial benefits,
which are relevant to a
range of different
people or groups of
people. These include
cost savings on utility
bills for tenants or
households (through
energy and water
efficiency); lower
construction costs and
higher property value
for building
developers; increased
occupancy rates or
operating costs for
building owners; and
job creation.

Social

• Green building benefits
go beyond economics
and the environment,
and have been shown to
bring positive social
impacts too. Many of
these benefits are
around the health and
wellbeing of people
who work in green
offices or live in green
homes
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Disclaimer:
This newsletter is for internal circulation within MNIT. All information/articles have been compiled from newspapers, technical
magazines and other sources. For suggestions, feedback, and any other article you want to read on some particular topic or want us to
publish in our reader’s column then mail us to energyclub@mnit.ac.in or reach out to us on our Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/EC.MNITJaipur
Like and follow our Official Energy Club MNIT Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/EC.MNITJaipur
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