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Governnneni of lndia

hlinistry of Edircation (Shiksha Mantrataya)
Department of Higher Education

(Techn ical Section-i I l)

Snastrr Bhawan. New uelhi.

. pated the 7th January, 2021
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The Directors, /.- * L-,-

All National lnstitut6if Technology (NtTs) & ilEST, Shibpur.

Sub: COVIP-19 vaccine rollout - reqardinq.

Sir/Madam,

I am directed to fonruard herewith a copy of Secretary, Ministry of Health

and Family Welfare (Department of Health & Family Welfare) DO No.

A.1101 4I21212020-SNA dated sth January,2021, for information and action as

may be appropriate.

?c* Encl.: As above.

Yours faithfully,

\ffi'ri>i
(Veena Dunga)

Under Secretary to the Govt. of lndia
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Government of lndia
Department of Health and Family Welfare

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

D.0 No. A-l I 014/21 2/2020-SNA
jtt' Januarr. 2021

iea--&,;,
Our country has ven, etl-cctively' faced an unpreccdented purblic health crisis lor

the past several months in the fbrrn ol'COVID-i9 Pandemic. Now,, as \\,'e stand on tlre
anvil of COVID-l9 vaccine rollout" we are tasked ri'ith the neecl to address prLblic
expectations. Lroth their eaqcr anticipation as alsr: anv he.sitanc,v, as is naturai. at sLrch a
montentous juncturc.

2. l'he Covernment is in all readiness fcrr roll-out of the vaccination
programme, Keeping in view that the vaccine ri,ill be available initiallv in limitecl
stocks. tlie National F.rpert Ciror-rp on Vaccine Administration fbr COVID-19
(NECVAC) has recourrtrended prioritization during the initial phases to Health C'are
Workers. Front Line Workc'rS. persons agcd 50 r,ears and above and Iastlr, those belorr'
50 1'ears u,ith co-nrc-rrbid conc-litions. Of course the bottom line is that the vaccine rviil
eventualh't're availablc tti ever\,one rvho needs it.

3. ln the fuce o1' sucl.i a srviit evolvin-e scenario of vaccine development and
rollout. one of the challetr-e,es is to ensure that the over 1.3 billion people in lndia
receive factuallv correct and prompt infbnnation and updates on vaccine beneflts and
roll out progress. It is critical to build public cor"rl-rdence regarcling vaccine safety and
address t'ears over anv adverse events and at the same time to continue stress on
strictpublic adherence to COVIII Appropriate llehaviour. We will need to activelv
coliaborate to\,ards building such an environment of universal ,u'accine acceptabilitl'
and ke,v rvill be an efl'ective commLlnication action plan fbr proactive dissemination at
ali levels (State. district. block. village, family' level).

4. A vaccine roll out of this scale is not possible,,,,'ithout pro-active suppofl oIkel
stakeholders. Ministry of liclrrcation has collaborated r.vith MoHFW as an equal partner
hitherto and specially during the outbreak oICOVID-19. I would request volr to kinclll'
support the campaign roli or-rt r.vith sLrpport tiorn University Netr,vorks and Online taik
plattbrms as r.vell as leverage points of large footfalls.
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shering r,rhich cittttuins both JPI:G imaqes and open I-iles tbr )'ollr con\,enience snd
r.i'ili he updated on an onuoing hasis. Kin.itl have these nlaterials customized il
necessarv tbr ensLtring nttxin:utl oufreach thrtilrqh \ r)ur tre ld netu ilrk in the
States,'l.-,-ls. \'ou can ulsu direct \r)ui' Noclal Ottrcer tL) qet in touch rritir us lbr anr'
tirrthcr f rcil itation.

6. , }'oLtr,unstinted supp{irt r'r'ill lie critical for successful implementation of this
drire r,r,hiclr r.vill be a big st*p toli'ard,s mitiearing the iinpact ol this pandernic.
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Yours Sincerelvl\.
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Vlinistry of EdLrcation.
Shastri Bhaw'an. New' Delhi- l 1rJUil I

Er^naiI : secv.dhei4 nic.ir,

Crlpl'to:Nodal Oftlcer i\1. !l;itlhu Ranian. Joint Sccrctan.(mrdhu.ran-ianii uor.in).
lvl:;. (iaLrri P,ishi (\,lobil,-':981100-i199)mlr be cont*t:reci iirr anr tirirhcr
cl us'ries.


