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The inaugural ceremony of Indian Space Research Organization of the Department of Space, 

Government of India, Bengaluru and Malaviya National Institute of Technology (MNIT), Jaipur 

- Regional Academic Centre for Space (RAC-S) at MNIT Jaipur established to pursue 

advance research in the areas of relevance to the future technological and programmatic needs of 

the Indian Space Programme was held on 5th February 2019 at the mini auditorium of Prabha 

Bhawan, MNIT Jaipur. The inaugural ceremony commenced with Saraswati vandana by students 

of MNIT Jaipur, followed by lighting of lamp by a group of dignitaries: 

 

• Prof. Udaykumar R. Yaragatti, Director, Malaviya National Institute of Technology – 

Jaipur, 

• Dr. P.V.Venkitakrishnan, Director, Capacity Building Programme Office, ISRO 

• Prof. Rohit Goyal, Regional Coordinator, RAC-S, MNIT – Jaipur 

• Prof.  Dharmender Boolchandani, MNIT – Jaipur 

• Shri Vaibhav Galriya, Secretary to Government, Higher and Technical Education 

Department, Rajasthan, Jaipur and Alumni of MNIT Jaipur 

• Shri Akhilesh Kumar Jain, Managing Director, Rajasthan Electronics & Instruments 

Limited and Alumni of MNIT Jaipur 

 

Prof. Rohit Goyal formally welcomed all the dignitaries present on the dais, faculty from 

collaborating institutes, deans, heads, faculty members, experts, staff members, members from 

press and media & students. He mentioned about the significance of RAC-S and its aim of 

bringing together other institutes of excellence in the region to take part in the capacity building, 

awareness creation and research and developmental activities related to space technology, space 

science and space applications in the region. He also highlighted the current research going on in 

MNIT Jaipur related to space technologies. 

 



The guest of honour, Dr. P.V.Venkitakrishnan, Director, Capacity Building Programme Office, 

ISRO briefed about the objectives of ISRO - MNIT Regional Academic Centre for Space (RAC-

S) at MNIT, Jaipur, which will act as a facilitator for the promotion of space technology 

activities in the western region comprising the states of Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Gujarat and 

Goa; and shall devote its resources including human resources to this effect. 

 

In his address, Prof. Udaykumar R. Yaragatti, Director, MNIT-Jaipur thanked ISRO for 

considering MNIT Jaipur for opening first RAC-S in the country. He also mentioned that the 

activities of RAC-S shall be directed to maximize the use of the research potential, infrastructure, 

expertise and experience already existent in ISRO and MNIT, Jaipur. He motivated everyone to 

actively participate and get benefited from this platform. 

 

The inauguration of RAC-S was done on behalf of Chairman ISRO, Dr. K. Sivan by Dr. 

P.V.Venkitakrishnan, Director, Capacity Building Programme Office, ISRO followed by 

recorded inaugural address of Chief Guest, Dr. K. Sivan, Chairman, ISRO/Secretary, DOS and 

signing of MoU between ISRO, Bengaluru and MNIT Jaipur. Signed MoU were exchanged 

between Prof. Udaykumar R. Yaragatti, Director MNIT Jaipur and Dr. P.V.Venkitakrishnan, 

Director, Capacity Building Programme Office, ISRO. 

 

In their felicitation speech, MNIT Alumni, Shri Vaibhav Galriya and Shri Akhilesh Kumar Jain 

thanked ISRO for providing wonderful opportunity to students, researchers and young 

entrepreneurs working in field of space technology and space science by choosing MNIT for the 

establishment of RAC-S. 

 

In the end, Dr. Dharmender Boolchandani offered a vote of thanks to all. He thanked Dr. K. 

Sivan, Chairman, ISRO/Secretary, DOS, Dr.P.V.Venkitakrishnan, Director, Capacity Building 

Programme Office, ISRO and Prof. Udaykumar, Director, MNIT-Jaipur for establishing RAC-S 

at MNIT- Jaipur for advance research in the areas of space technology and applications. He also 

thanked all the invited guests and participants for gracing the occasion by their solemn presence.  

 



The inaugural ceremony of RAC-S at MNIT Jaipur was attended by over 100 participants, which 

included deans, heads and faculty members from MNIT as well as other institutes like BITS 

Pilani, LMNIT etc., and experts from various fields, Alumni MNIT, persons from press and 

media and students. Inaugural ceremony ended with National Anthem and was followed by high 

tea. 

The entire event was covered by the Press media “1st India Rajasthan”. Dr. P.V.Venkitakrishnan, 

Director, Capacity Building Programme Office, ISRO was exclusively interviewed by press 

media on RAC-S MNIT Jaipur. Press notes were also published in different newspapers. 

 

 

   



  

  

Photographs of the RAC-S inagugural ceremony at MNIT - Jaipur 

 

 



 

Signing of MoU between ISRO and MNIT Jaipur

 



 

 

 



 


